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Seward sent to see me. Had dispatches from the Span-
ish government that the Stonewall should be given up. Is
to send me copies, but the yellow fever is prevalent in
Havana and it would be well to leave the Stonewall there
until fall.

July 18, Tuesday. The President to-day in Cabinet,
after current business was disposed of, brought forward the
subject of Jefferson Davis' trial, on which he desired the
views of the members. Mr. Seward thought there should
be no haste. The large amount of papers of the Rebel gov-
ernment had not yet been examined, and much that would
have a bearing on this question might be expected to be
found among them. Whenever Davis should be brought to
trial, he was clear and decided that it should be before a
military commission, for he had no confidence in proceed-
ing before a civil court. He was very full of talk, and very
positive that there should be delay until the Rebel papers
were examined, and quite emphatic and decided that a
military court should try Davis. Stanton did not dissent
from this, and yet was not as explicit as Seward. He said
he intended to give the examination of the Rebel papers to
Dr. Lieber,l and with the force he could give him believed
the examination could be completed in two weeks' time.
Subsequently it was said Dr. L. had gone home and would
return next week.

McCulloch was not prepared to express an opinion but
thought no harm would result from delay.

I doubted the resort to a military commission and
thought there should be an early trial. Whether, were he
to be tried in Virginia, as it was said he might be, the coun-
try was sufficiently composed and organized might be a
question, but I was for a trial before a civil, not a military,
tribunal, and for treason, not for the assassination. Both
Seward and Stanton interrupted me and went into a dis-
cussion of the assassination, and the impossibility of a con-
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